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Production and use of metals like aluminium leads to direct
and induced anthropogenic material and energy flows. An
extensive investigation on aluminium by the Collaborative
Research Center 525 "Resource-Orientated Analysis of
Metallic Raw Material Flows" pointed out positive and
negative effects associated with the distribution of aluminium
in the biosphere and anthropos-phere. Basis of this analysis
is a process chain model of the aluminium industry.
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Individual determined environmental impacts
! Depends on ecological knowledge, income, education
! Varies between not important and directly affecting risks

) . . ) . ) Social determined environmental impacts
» Consideration of multi-functional material properties ' . -

o ) ) Depends on common values, standards, and political decisions
» Describing and analysing the ecological effects of these i
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